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Printing Industries of California
5800 South Eastern Avenue, Suite 400
Los Angeles. CA 90040
Telephone: (323) 728-9500
Fax Number: (323) 724-2327

October 7, 2008
Kevin J. Williams, Ph.D.
Program Coordinator
Sacramento Metropolitan AQMD
777 12th Street, 3rd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. Williams:
I am responding to our telephone conversation yesterday regarding the three issues in
proposed amended Rule 450 (Graphic Arts Operations) that I raised at the September 25,
2008, Board hearing and that you, other District staff and I discussed in conference calls
on October 2 and October 6.
Let me summarize what I believe to be the agreement we have reached on the three
issues.
Recordkeeping
I testified before the hearing Board that other air districts, including the South Coast Air
Quality Management District and San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District,
required records to be retained for three years, not five years as proposed in proposed
amended Rule 450. I was wrong; both the South Coast and San Joaquin Valley have a
five year record retention requirement. Accordingly, I will not oppose the five year
record retention requirement in Rule 450, and will support this provision when the rule
goes before the Board next month.
Metering and Printing Plate Cleaner
I argued before the Board that the provision in the current Rule 450 and the proposed
amended Rule 450 limiting the monthly usage of metering roller and printing plate
cleanup to less than 15 percent (by volume) of the total monthly usage of roller and
blanket wash was punitive for companies with presoaked cloth cleanup systems.
You indicated in our conversations that if a company utilized a metering roller and
printing plate cleaner of no greater than 100 grams/liter (.83 lbs/gallon), the 15 percent
provision would not apply.
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I have inquired of the manufacturers and found that Printers Service (Prisco), MRC 85
and Allied Chemical, LV MRC 100 have solvents that meet this standard. Eight others
manufacturers who responded said they didn’t.
Since there seems to be at least two solvents that meet the less than 100 g/liter limit, with
some trepidation, PIC will not oppose this provision in proposed amended Rule 450 when
it comes before the Board in November.
Definitions of Blanket and Roller Wash, Other On-Press Components, and Removable
Press Components
I have focused on these definitions in our discussions because the definitions have given
rise to three different VOC content requirements for the cleanup of rollers and blankets
(300 g/liter or 10mm@20°C), metering roller/printing plates (300 g/l or 25mm@20°C)
and all other press components (100 g/liter and 3 mm@20°C).
Without again going into the excruciating detail of comparing the definitions of the South
Coast, Bay Area, San Joaquin Valley, Yolo/Solano, I have asked that items in the first
and third category be subsumed under the rubric “On-Press Components.” The District is
reluctant to do this and has proposed an alternative solution.
As I understand the proposal, the District has proposed a compromise solution. I have
reproduced the last (page 4) from your emailed letter of October 3, 2008 and highlighted
in deep red in the table the solution that I think you propose. It is as follows:
Material

All other On-Press
Components

VOC
g/l (lbs/gal)

VOC Composite
Partial Vapor Pressure

300 (2.5)
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If you concur with the above summary, then PIC will support the rule as amended. If I
have misunderstood your proposal, please let me know as soon as possible.
Thank you in advance for the consideration you may give my letter.
Sincerely,

Gerry Bonetto, Ph.D.
Vice President
Government Affairs
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Revised Proposed Rule Language
204 BLANKET AND ROLLER WASHES: Cleaning materials, which are used to remove the
printing inks, oils, and paper pieces from the blankets and rollers excluding metering
rollers and printing plates.
233 METERING ROLLER: A roller to transfer and meter fountain solution to maintain
hydrophilic properties.
239 OTHER ON-PRESS COMPONENT: A part, component, or accessory of a press that is
cleaned while still being physically attached to the press, including dampening rollers,
fountains, impression cylinders, blankets, rollers, metering rollers and printing plates.
Blankets, rollers, metering rollers, and printing plates shall not be considered as other onpress
components.
247 REMOVABLE PRESS COMPONENT: A part, component, or accessory of a press that is
physically attached to the press but is disassembled and removed from the press prior to
being cleaned. Rollers, blankets, metering rollers, dampening rollers, printing plates,
fFountains, impression cylinders, blankets, rollers, metering rollers, and printing plates
shall not be considered as removable press components.

