July 10, 2006

To the Residents of Sacramento County, California:

Re: Asbestos in Eastern Sacramento County

On July 29, 2002, the California Air Resource Board (CARB) adopted an Air Toxic
Control Measure (ATCM) for asbestos, which was updated March 29, 2004. The ATCM
governs the construction of projects in areas that contain asbestos. The ATCM also
authorizes the Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO) of an air district to apply the ATCM to
any area that it determines contains naturally occurring asbestos (NOA).! In August 2005,
based on empirical and geologic information, the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality
Management District (SMAQMD) APCO made a preliminary determination that the Copper
Hills and Gopher Ridge volcanic areas contained NOA and were subject to the ATCM
requirements.

To gain a more accurate representation of whether NOA was located in these and
other areas of Sacramento County, SMAQMD commissioned the Department of
Conservation, California Geological Survey (CGS) to develop a map identifying areas that
may contain NOA within the county. CGS produced Special Report 192 that provides
information as well as a map detailing the results of its investigation. The report and map are
available at CGS’s website:

http://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/minerals/hazardous minerals/asbestos/east sacramento.htm

The shaded areas of the map located on the last page of the Special Report indicate areas
that the CGS designated as "Moderately Likely to Contain Asbestos.”" This classification was
based upon CGS’s geologic observations, the chemical and physical characteristics of the
rocks, and the reported occurrence of amphibole asbestos in these rocks at construction sites
in eastern Sacramento County and in similar rocks in nearby counties.

Based on these findings, the SMAQMD APCO has determined that properties located
entirely or partially within the “Moderately Likely to Contain NOA” are asbestos areas and
property owners must either (1) comply with all dust control requirements of the ATCM
when disturbing soil, or (2) have a registered geologist conduct a geologic evaluation
demonstrating that the property does not contain asbestos at concentrations greater than
0.25%.

Enforcement of the asbestos regulations will be effective as of the date of this letter.
Violations of air quality regulations are subject to criminal or civil penalties under California
Health and Safety Code sections 42400 and 42402.5.

1 17 CCR § 93105, subs. (b)(2).
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Additional information regarding NOA, including links to the asbestos ATCM
requirements, CGS map and CGS report, can be found on SMAQMD’s website at
http://www.airquality.org/compliance/asbestosNaturallyOccurring.shtml. The California Air
Resources Board’s website at www.arb.ca.gov also contains useful NOA background
information. General questions about NOA can be answered by SMAQMD communication
staff at (916) 874-4800.

Sincerely yours,

Larry Greene
Air Pollution Control Officer
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